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Our dearest Bancroft’s School community, 

As we step into a new school year at Bancroft's, the PA is excited to reconnect and 
build upon the wonderful community spirit that has grown over the past year. From 
our spectacular events to the special bonds we’ve nurtured, it's been a year filled 
with togetherness and special memories. 

We would like to take this opportunity to extend our heartfelt thanks to all of you for 
your continued support, participation, and enthusiasm. Your involvement has been 
crucial in making our events not only possible but truly memorable. We’ve been 
thrilled to see both familiar faces and new families coming together to share these 
moments. 

This past year was packed with excitement and fun, highlighted by our Bancroft’s 
Ball with a stunning live band and a magician, a bigger-than-ever Fireworks Night, 
and the vibrant Cuban Salsa Night, complete with an energetic dance class and 
party atmosphere. We also had the Bancroft’s weekend camping event where we 
enjoyed getting together around the firepit, and the children thoroughly enjoyed the 
fun and games, including this year’s addition of circus skills. It was also great to 
see the kids truly shine during the talent show. Each event over the past year 
reminded us of the vibrant, supportive community we are lucky to be a part of. 

However, amidst the joy, we have also faced sorrow. The tragic loss of Daniel 
Anjorin, one of our beloved students, has left a profound mark on our community. 
Our hearts go out to his family and friends, and we stand together in compassion 
and support during this difficult time. We will never forget, and we will honour his 
memory with kindness, love, and understanding.  

As we embark on this new academic year, we look forward to our events continuing 
to bring us together, to create memories, and to strengthen the sense of belonging 
that makes Bancroft’s unique. 

Looking ahead, we’re excited about the coming year's lineup, which promises even 
more wonderful experiences. From the glamorous Bancroft's Gatsby Ball to what 
we’re confident will be our best-ever Fireworks Night so far to our Comedy and 
Curry event, which will kickstart our 2025 events programme with great food and 
laughter. We also have special events planned just for the kids, including the 
Alpha/Beta Magic Show and the Removes Winter Disco - there’s so much to look 
forward to. 

We look forward to sharing another year of community, fun, and support with all of 
you. 

Warmest regards, 

Bancroft’s Parents Association 

 

Upcoming Events 

Annual General Meeting    

Thurs. 8th October 2024 7pm -8:30pm 

Bancroft’s Prep Hall  
 

Alpha & Beta Magic Show  

Fri. 27th September 2024. 6pm-8pm  

Bancroft’s Prep Hall. [Children only] 

 

Bancroft’s Gatsby Ball 
Sat. 5th October 2024 

West Essex Golf Club, Chingford 

 

PA Fireworks & Funfair 

Fri. 8th November 2024 5:30- 8pm 

Bancroft's RFC, Buckhurst Hill 

 

Comedy and Curry 

Sat. 6th February 2025. 6pm-11pm  

Bancroft’s Great Hall 
 

Removes Winter Disco 

Fri. 29th November 2024. 6pm-8pm  

Bancroft’s Great Hall. [Children only] 

 

Prep. School Panto 

Fri. 13th December 2024  

In school. [Children only] 

 

 
 

 

Other 2024-2025 Events 

• Spring Fayre 

• Prep 1 Party 

• Parent Teacher Cricket Match 

• Sports Day 
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 Our 2023-2024 Officers 

 

Welcome 

Welcome to the Bancroft’s School Parents' Association! We’re excited to 
have you as part of our community. Our goal is to unite parents, support the 

school, and create memorable events for our children. Whether you’re new 
or returning, we look forward to a fantastic year together! 

 

Annual General Meeting - AGM 

We’re excited to invite you to Bancroft’s Parents' Association Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) on Tuesday, 8th October 2024. This is your chance to get to 

know more about the PA, to celebrate our achievements, and, if you want to, 

to get involved. 

Whether you're a long-time member or curious about getting involved, we 

encourage you to join us in planning events and contributing ideas for the 

future. New perspectives are always welcome, and it's a great way to connect 

with other parents and make a real difference. 

To book your place, visit: 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/bancroftspa/1388346?. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Full Members 

Kalsum Akhtar 

Ozgun Baristiran 

Uzmah Chaudhary 

Samia Dar 

Dee Darbar 

Grace Gilbert 

Parul Jha 

Renata Klepacki 

Neha Pandhi 

Esther Penn 

Maria Poullos 

Manveen Ray 

Andrew Ross 

Bansi Shah 

Prince Wani 

Renata Wright  

 

Chair: 
Dr Sumeeta Dhir 

Vice Chair:  
Mrs Bahia Daifi 

Vice Secretary: 
Dr Belinda John-Baptiste 

Treasurer:  
Mrs Narinder Hare 

Vice Treasurer: 
Mrs Tamsin James 

 

Secretary: 
Mrs Shalini Kakkar 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/bancroftspa/1388346


 

Looking Back - Our 2023 – 2024 Events 
 

Party and Magic Show 

Last year’s Welcome to Bancroft’s Party 
and Magic Show for the Alphas was 

definitely the most exclusive party in town! 

Hosted by the 

Betas, the event 

saw the children 

enjoying a night 

filled with laughter, 

magic, and new 

friendships. 

TIDIMIX kept the 

children captivated 

with his puppet 

show, games, and a whirlwind of confetti, snow, and 

bubbles. And of course, who could forget the 

fantastic dance moves on show. 

Of course, we fed and watered our little party-goers - 

a banquet of pizza, snacks, sweets, and drinks awaited them. 

To top it off, each child left with a doughnut and a special gift to remember 

the evening. 

This year’s Welcome to Bancroft’s magic event is just a couple of weeks 
away and we hope that our new additions to the Bancroft’s Prep School 
community will have as much fun as last year’s newbies.  
 

Bancroft’s Winter Ball 
Last October the Bancroft’s Ball was 
back after it’s lengthy hiatus. And we 
brought it back in style! Guests 

arrived dressed to the nines and 

most definitely red-carpet worthy. 

The stunning masks added an air of 

mystery and elegance to the night.  

 

The atmosphere was alive with 

excitement as our magician moved 

through the crowd, leaving guests in awe with his illusions. 

 

The fabulous live band kept the energy soaring, filling the dance floor with 

music that had everyone on their feet (and sometimes on tables). As the night 

progressed, our DJ took over, ensuring the party carried on. 

 

We can’t wait to return this October, promising even more sparkle and 
sophistication with our Gatsby Ball. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What our fundraising is for  

Your support for the PA is 

invaluable and we could not be 

more grateful. 

The money we raise through our 

events is used for a range of 

projects in collaboration with the 

school. 

Past projects have included: 

• The shelter in the Prep School 

• The planters in the school 
grounds  

• The grand piano  

We also sponsor extracurricular 
and social events for specific year 
groups, such as: 

• £1000 for the A’ level leavers’ 
prom 

• £1000 for the GCSE leavers’ 
prom    

• £700 for Removes and Thirds 
events  

• Hoodies for the Prep 2 year 

• Alpha and Beta Magic Show  
 

The children have loved and 

appreciated this projects and 

events, and on their behalf we 

thank you. 

 



 

Bancroft’s PA Fireworks 

Last year’s annual fireworks display was 
nothing short of extraordinary, making it our 
biggest and most thrilling fireworks event to 
date! The display was a dazzling spectacle 
that left us all in awe. 

But the magic didn’t stop at the fireworks. We 
had a fantastic range of fair rides, including 
the ever-popular bumper cars. 

DJ Clive kept the atmosphere buzzing, 
spinning tracks that had everyone dancing 
and singing along. 

We don’t know if we can top last year’s event this November – but we’ll 
certainly try! 

 

Removes Winter Disco 

  
 
The Removes Disco last year was an even bigger hit than the year before, our 

Year 8 students joined us in the Great Hall for a night of non-stop fun. The 

latest hits and some club classics got the pupils dancing – and if you looked 

closely, you could see our fantastic parent volunteers joining in too.  

 

As always, the pizza, candy floss and snacks went down a treat. 

 

Christmas Pantomime 

Last Christmas’s pantomime hit the bullseye with Robin Hood, delighting the 

entire Prep School! The classic tale of Sherwood Forest's favourite outlaw had 

our young audience enthralled.  

 

The cast brought the legendary hero and his band of Merry Men to life, with 
plenty of cheeky banter. There was no shortage of heroic escapades and of 
course, plenty of “he’s behind you!” moments. 
 

Robin Hood didn’t just steal from the rich; he stole the show and our pupils’ 
hearts, leaving the children with smiles wider than Nottingham’s forest! 

 

 

 



 

Spring Fayre 
 

This year's Spring Fayre, held in 

March drew Prep families together 

for a great day of fun and 

fundraising. Families enjoyed a 

wide array of stalls and activities, all 

thanks to the creativity and hard 

work of our Prep 2 children. Their 

efforts raised an impressive £900, 

with the ever-popular Easter egg 

tombola being a particular highlight. 

 

A new addition this year was the pre-loved toy tombola, promoting 

sustainability by finding new homes for gently used toys. Our fayre also 

featured arts and crafts, a Scalextric race activity, and 

glitter tattoos that added sparkle to many happy faces. 

 

The day ended with Mr Layburn’s exciting news of the 

winne r of the ‘Head for the Day’ and his celebration of 

the winners of the playground design competition. 

 

 

 

Cuban Salsa Night 

A new year, a new event. This year 

we welcomed parents to our first 

ever Salsa Night. The event was a 

huge success, bringing parents 

together for an evening of rhythm 

and fun. Hosted by instructors from 

the renowned Funky Mambo Salsa 

Academy, the dance class had 

everyone on their feet, learning 

some impressive new moves while 

sharing a lot of laughter (mostly at 

ourselves!) 

Homemade rum cocktails and delicious food provided by the local Café 

Caribbean made the perfect Caribbean combination to accompany the tropical 

music and moves. 

After the class, the party didn’t stop there. The Great Hall transformed into 
Woodford’s hottest nightclub as our DJ hit the decks, and guests danced the 
night away.  

The evening was a fantastic mix of dance, great food, and even better company 

- certainly a memorable event that left everyone asking, “When’s the next one?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 



 

Prep 1 Fun Night 

This year's Prep 1 Fun Night 

was another resounding 

success. The children enjoyed 

an evening jam-packed with 

games, lively music, and 

endless activities that kept 

smiles on their faces all night 

long. 

 

The kids had great fun, with 

lots of opportunity to let loose 

and show their best dance 

moves. 

 

Family Camping 2024 

Our annual camping weekend 

was an absolute hit this year! 

Adventurous campers got their 

adrenaline pumping with zip-

lining, while others showcased 

their balancing prowess at the 

circus skills workshop - juggling 

and unicycling galore! 

Evenings were magical as we gathered 

around the firepit, swapping stories and 

enjoying the crackle of the fire, while the 

kids ran off their energy under the stars. On 

the second night, we turned up the 

excitement with a dazzling talent show, 

where our young stars impressed us with 

their creativity and flair. The fun didn’t stop 
there - our DJs cranked up the music 

and had us dancing late into the night, 

turning the campsite into a lively party 

spot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Being Bancroft’s Summer Festival 
The Bancroft’s Parents' Association was thrilled to support this 

year’s vibrant "Being Bancroft’s" Summer Festival! The school 

grounds were buzzing with energy as students, parents, and 

staff came together to enjoy an incredible day filled with music, 

dance, and fun activities. From the thrilling performances to the 

ever-chaotic (but much-loved!) "Sponge a Teacher" stall, there 

was no shortage of entertainment. 

 

Our PA volunteers kept busy serving up delicious food, 

refreshing Pimms (we could hardly keep up with the 

unexpected high demand!), and, of course, plenty of candy 

floss. It was a pleasure to be part of such a lively event, and 

we’re proud to have contributed to the excitement. We can’t wait for next year’s 
festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s to a successful new academic year for the PA and our wonderful Bancroft’s 
community! Have a look at the events on sale now, including our Fireworks Night and our 

Comedy and Curry event: 


	Vice Treasurer:
	Mrs Tamsin James
	Treasurer:
	Mrs Narinder Hare

